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Out in a Real Garden 

I found this article that seems to cover all you need to know about fall garden expectations.  Sometimes 
it is nice to have a list to work from - even if you never get beyond suggestion one! 

Written by Paul Anguiano 
October 14, 2009  

Early Autumn Preparation 

As temperatures drop and trees start to change their colors it's a good idea to cut back a bit on your wa-
tering. Bushes and trees especially slow their uptake of water and nutrients, and drier conditions help 
them harden off for winter.  Don’t let everything dry out completely, though.  They’ll need at least some 
water in the ground through the winter. 

As the lawn slows its growth you may space out the last few mowings a bit.  This is a good time to at-
tack perennial weeds before they die back and entrench themselves for spring. Manual removal is easi-
est at this time of year when the tops are large and easily spotted and grasped.  Additionally, many 
broad-leaved weeds continue growing after the grass has slowed, making them stand out even more. 

I’m not a big fan of chemicals and poisons, but this would be a good time to spot spray weeds. Most 
herbicides require that the plant is actively growing in order to take up the poison, so don’t wait until too 
late in the year.  Additionally, a good feeding for your lawn will provide nutrients that it can use in the 
spring to get off to a good early start.  If you are more organically inclined, finely chopped leaves and 
other fine organic material can be spread on the lawn to be absorbed throughout the winter. 

Do not fertilize your other plants, though. Many bushes and trees can get the wrong signal when given 
nitrogen and react by putting out new growth, wasting valuable resources that should be stored away, 
and delaying their preparation for dormancy.  Remember that trees pick up water and fertilizer all the 
way out to the “drip line” below the far ends of their branches. 

This is also a good time to get your soil tested.  Many amendments, such as lime for sweetening or sul-
fur for acidifying require some time in the soil to make a difference in soil pH and bioavailability of nutri-
ents.  Modifying your soil in the fall will give you better results in the spring because the amendments 
will have all winter to work on your soil.  

After the harvest is in, as the trees lose their leaves and the grass stops growing, it is time to prepare for winter.  Tuck 
your plants and trees in well for their long winter’s rest, and they’ll be stronger and better prepared for a beautiful spring. 
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The deadline for nominations for the Fall 2009 Yard of the Season is November 30.  Please take a moment 
to nominate your favorite yard in the Edgewater community.   

 By e-mail:  EOAgardens@gmail.com    

 By mail or courier:  EOA Gardens/Linda Harris, 472 Sussex Drive, Huntsville, 35824 

 By phone:  256/489-8031 

Judging of the nominated yards will take place immediately following the deadline for nominations. The win-
ner will be announced at EOA’s Holiday Party in December. 

Please note that while we’re officially judging front landscapes, if berms and visible side or back yards are in 
obvious need of TLC, we must consider that when choosing among all the nominations. 

**Please familiarize yourself with EOA covenants and architectural standards**

The contest is sponsored by the Edgewater Garden Club.  Interested in joining?  Feel free to e-mail the 
above address or call Karen Jernigan at 256-325-9461.  Please see Community Corner for details regarding 
the next meeting .  

Our Web site has a new look and has new information.  Check it out at the link below! 
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Security Report 

Lyle Needham 

In this edition I will give an overview of the Security Status of the Edgewater Community.  

Thankfully, since the summer edition was published, there have been no reported break-ins.  We 

have had one bicycle stolen, and I have had several calls from concerned residents about what 

they thought was suspicious activity. 

Solicitors: In our last edition we made it clear that it is against the law for anybody to solicit in 

Edgewater.  Even those companies who have certificates issued by the city, or even church or 

charity representatives, may not solicit in subdivisions such as ours which are registered as No 

Soliciting communities.  Several residents reported one incident regarding a suspicious individual 

supposedly selling magazines so that he could earn points toward some cause.  In one case when 

the husband started to come out to tell him to leave the property, he literally ran away between 

houses.  Another couple reported a scam where they actually paid for several magazine subscrip-

tions, supposedly to help a young woman with her education, and a third would go to a children’s 

charity.  When they did not get the magazine they called the Better Business Bureau and found 

the company was bankrupt.  Being nice to solicitors is just encouraging them.  If you want to en-

gage them and tell them they are breaking the law, you may want to step outside to do it.  We 

don’t answer nuisance telephone calls.  We should think of solicitors the same way. 

Residency Checks: Although this has been a slow process for some good reasons, the new perma-

nent signs that include the words “No Trespassing” have now been ordered and will be installed 

in a month or two.  It is important that we support these signs with periodic residency checks so 

that those using our grounds are aware that we are serious.  Our main theme is that we either 

have a public park or private.  The above measures will assure that it stays private. 

New Video Surveillance Equipment:  The equipment is working well, and the last camera will 

soon be installed.  We now have the ability to physically control the scanning and zooming of the 

camera remotely so that we can identify vandals and trespassers and can pinpoint the time of the 

incident.  Thanks are due Bill Hastings, Debbie Fulmore, Terry Tackney and others for their dili-

gent pursuit of this wonderful improvement in our ability to keep our clubhouse and surrounding 

areas secure.  One case of an attempt to gain unauthorized access to the swimming pool has al-

ready been investigated and follow-up is in process. 

Who to Call: All of you know about the Who to Call list in the front of your phone directory, but 

many forget that their new proximity card has hotline and police telephone information.  Espe-

cially on the weekend, the hotline can be a focal point for reporting security incidents.  Yesterday 

I got a call about found dogs so that if the owner had also called to report the dogs missing, I 

would have been able to give them the location where they were being held for safekeeping.  For-

tunately that matter was quickly resolved. 

With our new Proximity cards, video surveillance system, protection from hackers installed in the 

clubhouse, and our new signs, your 2008-2009 Board is due a warm vote of gratitude for helping 

make us even more secure than we have been. 


